
City of Morristown 

Finance Committee Minutes 

Tuesday, December 3, 2019 

2:30 p.m. 

 

Present: Councilmember Al A’Hearn, committee member; Councilmember Ken Smith, committee member; 

Councilmember Kay Senter, Finance Chair. 

 

Others Present: Joey Barnard, Assistant City Administrator; Larry Clark, Assistant City Administrator; 

Mayor Gary Chesney. 

 

Al A’Hearn made a motion, seconded by Ken Smith, to approve the October 1, 2019, minutes.  Motion 

passed.  The October minutes were approved at the December meeting because the Finance Committee did 

not meet in November. 

 

Audit 

Joey Barnard reported that Brown and Edwards issued the audit on December 2, 2019.  Barnard received the 

audit December 3, 2019.  He noted that although the audit was delayed due to reports required by the 

attorneys, the audit is timely.  The audit does not report any findings.  The Management Letter recommends 

that the city develop an IT Disaster Assistance Plan and establish off site storage for data. 

 

Barnard will send the Management Letter and the Audit Summary prepared by Brown and Edwards to all 

Councilmembers.  Billy Robinson, partner with Brown and Edwards, will present the audit to 

Councilmembers at the pre-agenda meeting December 17, 2019. 

 

November 2019 Financial Report 

Barnard distributed financial reports for the month of October.  Barnard reported that sales tax collections are 

above the amount budgeted. 

 

Tax Sale Report 

Barnard reported that 45 parcels will be offered for sale at 10 a.m. on December 4, 2019.  Owners have the 

opportunity to settle before the scheduled sale.  The parcels listed for sale are from 2008-2011 tax years in 

order to collect within the 10-year enforceability time frame for delinquent taxes.  Taxes are considered 

delinquent after 18 months at which time they are turned over to the Clerk & Master.  GovEase Auctions is 

handling online sales for a trial period to see if this is a viable avenue to pursue. 

 

Lauren Carroll is working with Barnard to develop a more aggressive policy to collect delinquent taxes 

within 5-years of the delinquent date instead of 10-years. 

 

Citizens who meet certain economic qualifications may apply for tax relief options. 

 

Summary Schedule City Debt. 

Copies of the City Debt Report required by the Comptroller and prepared by Barnard were distributed.   

Barnard reviewed the report with the committee.  The City General Fund outstanding debt is $66 million. 

 

Other Business 

2020 is a reappraisal year. 

City revenue sources: property taxes; sales taxes (32% of city revenue). 

Community Center funds are deposited with LGIP at 2.1% interest rate. 

    

There being no further business, the Finance meeting was adjourned at 3:45 p.m.  

 

Submitted by,  

 

Kay Senter  

 

Kay Senter, Vice Mayor, Finance Chair 


